Advisory Council Guidelines

NaHSSA Student Advisory Council is comprised of student leaders from local HSSA chapters across Canada and members of the Board of Directors. The advisory council serves as a means of communication and knowledge exchange between NaHSSA and the local chapters, as well as between the chapters themselves. It gives student members a strong voice in the operation of the association as well as keeps both NaHSSA and the chapters accountable to each other. Current guidelines for the operation of the advisory council is as follows:

1. Membership in NaHSSA and associated involvement with the advisory council will be passed on to the appropriate student leaders of the local chapter with each passing election.

2. The student leaders will be responsible for ensuring NaHSSA Board of Directors have the appropriate contact information for the following year.

3. VP Student Affairs will be responsible for contacting each of the local chapters and setting up appropriate advisory council teleconferences. 

4. Teleconferences will be held once every 4-6 weeks during the months of September to April. Outside of these times, they will be held as the advisory council members see fit. 

5. Teleconferences between members of individual chapters will be arranged as per request and will be guided by the VP Student Affairs. 

Advisory Council Meetings

1. Updates will be sent to the chapters approximately 2 weeks prior to the next advisory council meeting. This update will include the date and time of the next meeting as well as the topic that will be addressed. 

2. The local chapters will discuss the topic and/or questions prior to the advisory council meeting to facilitate discussion.

3. One member from the local chapter will be responsible for calling in to the teleconference and sharing their chapter’s thoughts. 

4. They will also have the opportunity to provide NaHSSA and other chapters with updates and/or other issues that they are facing. 

5. Format for discussion will occur in an East to West direction to facilitate structure and continuity. 

6. After the advisory council meeting, if members from individual chapters would like to discuss further, another teleconference meeting will be set up and facilitated by the VP Student Affairs as requested. 

7. For those who were unable to make the meeting, a brief summary of the discussion will be posted on the NaHSSA website within 1 week of the event. 

8. The student forum will allow further discussion of any topics/questions addressed in the advisory council meetings. 

