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Terms of Reference: Student-to-Clinician Task Force

Approved October 4th, 2009
Mission Statement: The Student-to-Clinician Task Force was created by the National Health Sciences Students’ Association (NaHSSA) in March 2009. The purpose of this group is to identify current gaps/needs for students and new graduates during the transition from pre-professional to clinician while also conducting activities to address gaps/needs.  

Goal: To prepare and support students and new graduates in their transition from student to clinician, recognizing the dual identity that individuals assume while functioning within both their own profession and in an interprofessional team. Our belief is that enhanced support for students and new graduates ultimately results in better and safer patient care. 

  

Project Objectives: The Task Force will achieve the aforementioned goal by: 

a. Locating and disseminating current information regarding the student-to-clinician transition (e.g. current literature, related organizations, etc.).

b. Identifying stakeholders and inviting them to engage in the Student-to-Clinician Task Force. 

c. Synthesizing multiple professions’ perspectives regarding the transition process and from that, describing interprofessional transition experiences. Note: this could include health professionals as well as other professional experiences.

d. Creating resources for students and new graduates regarding the student-to-clinician transition, specifically a student/new graduate “Champions Toolkit.”   

e. Advocating for curriculum changes that support students in their transition from student to clinician. 

f. Developing a list-serve of NaHSSA alumni and engaging alumni in this Task Force.
g. Creating a template presentation regarding the “student-to-clinician experience” and searching for ongoing opportunities to present at conferences and events regarding this topic.


